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Legal Aid 
 

This note is written for clients who may be eligible for legal aid.  It is to help 
you to prepare the documents you will need before your first meeting with 

us. 
 

 
Legal help and Legal Aid 

 
Legal Help – A solicitor can advise you and negotiate with the other party 

but cannot represent you in court. 

 
Legal Aid (Representation) – A solicitor can prepare your case and represent 

you in court proceedings or arrange for you to be represented in court.   
 

The rules about eligibility for Legal Help and Legal Aid are complex, and you 
will need to provide documents to prove your eligibility.  If you do not have 

the documents, you cannot apply. 
 

You are only eligible for Legal Help or Legal Aid if you can prove that you 
meet all these requirements: 

- You are a victim of domestic abuse or domestic violence, or your child 
is at risk of abuse; and 

- You are financially eligible; and  
- Your case is suitable. 

 

 
Domestic abuse or domestic violence 

 
You will need to have at least one document showing that you have been the 

victim of domestic abuse or violence. 
 

The most common include: 
1. Evidence from the police or the court that your abuser has been 

convicted, cautioned or bailed  for a domestic violence offence; 
2. A court injunction protecting you from your abuser; 

3. A letter from a multi-agency risk assessment conference confirming 
that you were referred to the conference as a victim of domestic 

violence; 
4. A letter from a health professional; 

5. A letter from a social services department; or 
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6. A letter from a domestic violence support organisation in the UK 
confirming that you were admitted to a refuge because of allegations 

of domestic violence. 
 

The letter must be in the proper form as specified by the Legal Aid Agency. 
 

You should give a template letter to the person who will be providing the 
letter, to make sure that the letter is written correctly.  You can find the 

templates here: https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sample-letters-
to-get-evidence-of-domestic-violence   

 

If you do not have access to the internet, your solicitor will provide you with 
a copy template letter.   

 
 

Financial eligibility 
 

You will also need to show that you are financially eligible.   
 

Some Benefits are “passported”.  This means that if you receive  one of 
these benefits  you automatically meet the financial eligibility criteria.  The 

passported benefits are Income Support, Income-based ESA or JSA, 
Universal Credit or State Guarantee Pension Credit.  You will still need to 

provide evidence that you receive that benefit, for example the Benefits 
Awards Letter. 

 

If you do not receive a passported benefit, you will need to bring as many of 
the following documents as apply to you: 

 
- Valuation of your property, if you own a property.  You do not need a 

formal valuation and can get an estimated value from a website such 
as Zoopla; 

- Up to date mortgage statement showing the current amount 
outstanding; 

- Valuations of any other properties owned by you; 
- Mortgage statements for any other properties owned by you showing 

the current amount outstanding; 
- Bank statements for the last three months for all accounts held by 

you; 
- Statements for the last three months for all savings or investment 

accounts held by you; 

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/sample-letters-to-get-evidence-of-domestic-violence
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- Confirmation of whether you have made any purchases valued at over 
£2,500 in the last 12 months, and if so, details of these purchases; 

- Confirmation of whether you have disposed of any monies since you 
became aware of these proceedings, and if so, details of these 

disposals; 
- Your payslips for the last six months (if you are paid weekly) or for the 

last three months (if you are paid monthly); 
- Documentation relating to any child benefit or tax credits that you 

receive; 
- Details of all other income you receive (for example, rental income, 

other benefits or child maintenance); and 

- The registration, make and model of your car.  When did you buy it?  
What is its value?  Is there a loan or finance outstanding?  How much 

is outstanding? 
 

 
Is your case suitable 

 
We will advise you about this when we meet you. 

 
Parents in care proceedings 

 
If you have received a pre-proceedings letter from the Local Authority, or if 

court proceedings have begun, you will automatically be eligible for Legal 
Aid. 

 

Help with Fees        
 

If you need to make an application to court, you will usually need to pay a 
court fee.  Even if you are not eligible for legal aid, if you have a low income, 

you may be eligible for financial help towards your court fees.  Please use 
the link to check your eligibility. https://www.gov.uk/get-help-with-court-

fees.   It would be useful if you could do this before your first appointment.  
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